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Why expand?
Given the need for regeneration in Luton, we understand the importance of 
maximising the economic benefits and social value of the airport, one of Luton’s 
main infrastructure assets. The airport has been a part of Luton’s history for 
over 80 years, and we recognise the important role it has played in helping to 
shape the development of the town and the surrounding counties. This includes 
supporting the local economy and community in a number of ways:

•  The airport supports a critical supply of jobs and economic activity in Luton, 
the counties of Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and beyond.

•  The average wage of those working at the airport in 2019 was £41,100,  
which was 34% higher than the national average and 27% higher than  
the average of all jobs in Luton. 

•  Dividends and other payments from Luton Rising are paid to Luton Borough 
Council, supporting frontline services in the community.

•  We take our social responsibilities seriously and contribute to local  
good causes through our community funding programme. Since 2002, 
we have provided more than £150 million to local charities and voluntary 
organisations.
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What benefits can we contribute with expansion?
The airport plays a role both as an international transport hub that forms a critical 
part of the UK’s national infrastructure, as well as a major local employer with a 
deep history of commitments in Luton (and the surrounding counties). 

Expanding capacity at the airport will generate many types of benefits.  
As the UK’s only airport wholly owned by the local authority, we are committed 
to ensuring the benefits realised are shared with the communities that are 
impacted by operations. The benefits that will be realised with expansion 
include:

•  Expansion will support thousands of new job opportunities and significant 
economic activity for Luton, the counties of Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hertfordshire and beyond.

•  Improving air connectivity is a crucial aspect in ensuring that the UK remains 
competitive globally, generating benefits to users and the wider economy.

•  We will share the revenue gains from expansion with the community, 
maintaining our long track record of commitments to local charities  
and growing future contributions.
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Landscape and visual impact

Our proposals would require substantial changes to the landscape to the east of 
the airport, including removing an area of Wigmore Valley Park, which will require 
relocation and the felling of some existing trees. The tranquillity and aesthetics 
of the local landscape would also be affected, and the new airport buildings 
may be prominent in views from several locations surrounding the airport. New 
buildings will be similar in size and design to the existing airport buildings and will 
be designed to minimise visual impacts. 

To reduce the visibility and impact on the landscape of the scheme, we are 
proposing extensive new planting, including hedgerows, trees and woodland 
within areas off-site to further screen the development, and also plan to reinstate 
historic field patterns. Our scheme design has evolved to avoid excavation 
on the ridgeline of Winch Hill. The proposal’s designs also avoid impacting on 
ancient woodland at Winch Hill Wood and retain the mature woodland and 
hedgerow vegetation at Winch Hill and on the south east boundary of Wigmore 
Valley Park. The existing entrance and eastern part of the park will also be 
retained and integrated into the replacement area of open space. We will  
also reduce and minimise light pollution, using directional lighting and shielding.

04   Managing and mitigating the effects of expansion

Greenhouse gas emissions 

In order to minimise the airport’s greenhouse gas emissions, where possible 
we will use construction materials with a lower carbon footprint, design new 
buildings that are energy efficient and encourage the use of electric vehicles 
on the airfield. New planting will fully offset any lost vegetation from the scheme. 
Emissions from airport operations will be reduced where possible through 
implementing measures including on-site renewable energy generation, using 
fixed electrical ground power to standing aircraft and using single or reduced 
engine taxiing. 

The use of public transport for passengers and employees to reach the airport 
will be encouraged through improvements to public transport connections, 
including the Luton DART and coach and bus services. We will also work with 
airlines to encourage the use of sustainable aviation fuels and introduction of 
newer generation quieter and cleaner aircraft. In line with emerging policy, 
options to decarbonise airport ground operations will be pursued with the 
operator as part of the actions to reach net zero carbon. 

Offsetting of residual carbon emissions is proposed to reach net zero airport 
ground operations by 2040. The UK government has announced Jet Zero,  
which is its proposed approach and principles to reach net zero aviation by 
2050, and we recognise that the aviation sector will have a crucial role to  
play in achieving this. 

Air quality 

We are committed to minimising emissions from the construction and operation 
of the expanded airport. During construction, contractors will be required 
to control and limit dust, air pollution, odour and exhaust emissions. A Dust 
Management Plan will be developed and implemented to minimise dust  
from construction works alongside regular dust monitoring on and off-site. 

During construction, we will also implement a Construction Traffic Management 
Plan and a Construction Workforce Travel Plan for the sustainable delivery of 
goods and materials and to encourage sustainable travel of the construction 
workforce to the site. In addition, during Phase 2, the new Airport Access Road 
incorporated within the scheme will provide road traffic routes away from areas 
that are sensitive to emissions. During operation, we will work with the National Air 
Traffic Service and airlines to reduce hold times in the air and on the ground, and 
therefore the amount of time their engines are running for. We will also update 
the fleet of ground support equipment to low-emission and electric-powered 
vehicles by 2035.
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